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Research for closing racial gaps in 

maternal and child health at the source...



The Elephant (in the room) that we are (somewhat blindly) 
trying to characterize when we investigate causes of 
(inequities in) maternal mortality.... 

Ýɚɰɲɷ in his own opinion
Exceeding stiff and strong,
Though each was partly in the right,
And all were in the wrong.Þ

--The Blind Men and the Elephant 
John Godfrey Saxe (1816-1887)

Source: http ://quatr.us /india /religion/ blindmenandtheelephant.htm

http://quatr.us/india/religion/blindmenandtheelephant.htm
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Maternal Mortality & the Lifecourse

Creanga, et al. 2015 



A couple definitions

ÅDisparity

ÅInequity

ÅRacism
¶Interpersonal

¶Internalized

¶Structural/institutional



What do we mean by òdisparitiesó vs. òinequities?ó 
(Is there a difference? òOkay, Googleó)

dis·par·i·ty
dᴅ῁sperᴅdǛ/
noun

a great difference.
"economic disparities between different regions of the country"

synonyms:   discrepancy, inconsistency, imbalance;

in·eq·ui·ty
in῁ekwᴅdǛ/
noun

lack of fairness or justice.
"policies aimed at redressing racial inequity"

synonyms:   unfairness, injustice, unjustness, discrimination, partisanship, partiality, favoritism, 
bias, prejudice. 



The social experience of race 
(aka Racism and White Privilege)

ÅHow do we define the social experience of race?

¶Racism: Interpersonal/ ñPersonally Mediatedò  

¶ñPrejudice & discriminationò (Jones, 2000). Hurtful actions; insults; denial of employment/housing 

applications; violence; etc.

¶Racism: Internalized

¶ñAcceptance by members of the stigmatized races of negative messages about their own abilities and 

intrinsic worth.ò ï(Jones, 2000)

¶Racism: Structural

¶Policies that explicitly or covertly disadvantaged people of color (e.g. segregation; red-lining; 

differential access to high/low quality education & healthcare; differential policing/drug war.)

¶Policies that are supposedly ñcolor blindò but differentially impact people of color and drive health gaps 

(e.g. Drug laws & policing)

¶What we inherited from our forebears (systems that explicitly included/excluded in the past ïeffects 

linger). 

¶The privileges that come with ñwhitenessò 
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ÅRacism: Interpersonal

¶There are some surveys that collect these data for maternal & child health  

¶PRAMS

¶NSCH

ÅRacism: Structural (Maps are your friends !)

¶Geocoded social data (e.g. Child Opportunity Index)

¶Patterns of environmental resources & exposures: Environmental Justice

¶Racial equity impact assessments (e.g. Policy Equity Assessment tool, Acevedo -

Garcia, et al, 2014) 

¶Policy changes (ACA, Medicaid, EITC, systems reforms ðed, housing, etc)

How do we measure the social experience of race (for the 

purpose of research)?



òChild 
Opportunity 
Indexó 
Acevedo -
Garcia (2014)

Acevedo Garcia, 2014
http:// content.healthaffairs.org /content/33/11/ 1948.full.pdf+html

Child 

Opportunity 

Index

http://content.healthaffairs.org/content/33/11/1948.full.pdf+html


Composite 
Indices: A new 

frontier in inequities 
surveillance?

What does 
òopportunityó 
suggest to you?
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